
Tourism Month 

  

     

 

The United Nations has declared 2017 the International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development. In 

South Africa and in the Northern Cape, the theme is “We Do Tourism Sustainably”. This provides an 

enormous opportunity for destinations to harness the contribution of tourism for economic growth, job 

creation, social inclusion, and cultural and environmental preservation.  

 

#NorthernCape #WeDoTourism 

 

The Northern Cape is a must-see holiday destination; it’s ideal for exploration and discovery, and offers 

real, authentic nature and cultural experiences. Visitors to the Northern have ample opportunity to 

self-reflect and be “changed” by their travel experience, and share unique and life-changing stories. 

 

Visit the Northern Cape during Tourism Month 

 

The Northern Cape is the perfect destination to celebrate Tourism Month. Families and friends can enjoy 

an abundance of activities and places to explore. Discover our off-the-beaten track towns and hidden 

gems.  

 

To support the aim of the theme, “We Do Tourism Sustainably”, the Northern Cape Tourism Authority and 

partners will embark on a series of activities showcasing how sustainable tourism can benefit our 

communities. The theme has been incorporated in our planned activities for the month of September and in 

the months ahead. 

 

Discover the Diamond Country 

 

If you’re travelling along the N12, stop along the route to trace the rich mining history of the Diamond Fields 

Region of the Northern Cape. Visit the Big Hole and Kimberley Museum in our capital city of Kimberley; 

take a vintage tram ride here or explore some of our museums and art galleries. For exciting wildlife 

adventures, don’t miss the Dronfield Nature Reserve, or Mokala National Park. Towns such as Britstown, 

Victoria West and Three Sisters offer perfect stopover opportunities to stretch your legs and indulge in 

various activities, local cuisine and warm Karoo hospitality.  

 

Travel the Hantam heartland of the Northern Cape during the flower season 

 

From the bulb capital of Nieuwoudtville to Victoria West, the R63 takes travellers through the heart of the 

Hantam and a region rich in hidden treasures. Must-see attractions include the Hantam National Botanical 



Garden on the Glenlyn farm with over 500 000 endemic Bulbinella, the awesome Nieuwoudtville Falls and 

Oorlogskloof Nature Reserve. Stop in Calvinia for birdwatching at the Akkerendam Nature Reserve; admire 

the variety of architecture typical to the area; or sample authentic regional dishes at Hantam Kraal 

restaurant. For an entertaining break, a stop at the Williston Mall is a must for the best milkshake in the 

country and a splash pool and playground for the kids.  

 

The Northern Cape – Gateway to Namibia 

 

The N7 highway stretches from Cape Town and meanders its way through the Northern Cape before 

heading into neighbouring country Namibia. Crossing from the Western Cape into the Northern Cape, 

visitors will encounter towns capturing the Nama heritage of the province, such as Garies, Kamieskroon, 

Springbok and Steinkopf. Marvel at the botanical diversity of the Namakwa National Park or revisit the rich 

mining history of Springbok at the oldest smelting furnace in the country. For local arts and craft, stop in 

Steinkopf at the Immanuel Succulent Nursery and the Steinkopf Rondavels.  

 

Gear up for the Green Kalahari  

 

From Kimberley, head for the divine contrasts of the Green Kalahari region. Small rural towns such as 

Campbell, Griquatown (Griekwastad) and Groblershoop offer welcome respite en route to Upington. Stop 

for an excellent cup of coffee and home-made treats and gifts at Proviand Restaurant in Griquatown, or 

cool down at Groblershoop’s Boegoeberg Dam, an oasis for travellers with numerous water-sport 

activities. Continue along the N10 highway, which hugs the winding Orange River towards Upington, the 

hub of the Green Kalahari.  

 

Heading west through the Northern Cape  

 

The N14 takes travellers from Kuruman in the Kalahari to Springbok in the Namakwa region via the mining 

town of Kathu, the regional commercial hub of Upington and along the Kokerboom Food and Wine Route. 

Kuruman is known as the “Oasis of the Kalahari” due to The Eye natural spring. See archaeological 

excavations at the amazing Wonderwerk Caves. In Kathu, visitors can stop at the Khai-Appel Recreation 

Resort or visit the world’s largest open-cast iron mine by appointment. The bustling town of Upington is 

home to several unique tourist attractions. Visit the astounding Augrabies Falls National Park, Kalahari 

River and Safari, and the Riemvasmaak Hot Springs before heading westwards towards the West Coast 

towns of Port Nolloth and Alexander Bay.  

 

Oasis of travellers via the N1 

 

The N1 from Johannesburg to Cape Town takes travellers through the historical town of Colesberg, which 

is named after “Coleskop”, because many koppies (hills) in the area. What makes “Coleskop”, called 

“Towerberg” or “magic mountain” by early travellers, so special is the curious impression it creates as you 

travel closer to it – it never seems too near. Must-see attractions include the Struggle Route via Mountain in 

Kuyasa Township; donkey-cart tour at Karretjie village; the Anglican Church – a beautifully decorated 

church built in 1854 and designed by Sophia Gray (wife of Bishop Gray); and the Colesberg Kemper 

Museum dating back to 1861. Outdoor enthusiasts can visit several hiking and mountain trails in the area. 



The Doornkloof Nature Reserve is approximately 45km north-west of Colesberg around the confluence of 

the Zeekoei and Orange rivers. 

 

From the Kalahari to the Karoo 

 

The N10 takes travellers from lush, green vineyards of the Green Kalahari across the awe-inspiring 

landscape, which seems to stretch on forever. Known to the Khoi San as the “Thirstland”, this region is 

renowned for its warm and hospitable people. This route will take you from Upington towards Middleburg in 

the Eastern Cape, passing through the Karoo towns of Marydale, Prieska, Britstown, De Aar and Hanover. 

 

Explore the routes of the Northern Cape 

 

The five Northern Cape routes are specifically packaged to give visitors an easy, do-it-yourself option to 

explore the province. Incredible year-round experiences coupled with warm hospitality and tranquillity 

offered by off-the-beaten track towns, villages and uninterrupted spaces allow visitors to recharge and 

reconnect with loved ones. With many special Tourism Month offerings, September is certainly a time to go 

exploring with friends and family. 

 

Kokerboom Food and Wine Route 

 

Named after the indigenous quiver tree, the Quiver Tree Food and Wine Route stretches along the Gariep 

and includes towns like Upington, Kakamas, Keimoes, Augrabies, Marchand, Kanoneiland, Kenhardt and 

Riemvasmaak. The route will appeal to families as well as adventure-seekers. Highlights include the 

Augrabies Falls; Riemvasmaak hot springs; river rafting, fly-fishing, kayaking and river cruises on the 

Orange River; numerous 4x4, hiking and MTB trails; and excellent birdwatching. Foodies will appreciate the 

typical Northern Cape fare and fresh produce available from coffee shops, road stalls and restaurants, as 

well as wine tasting at cellars along the route. Accommodation options range from luxurious guest houses 

to farm and community stay-overs. Visit our website for more details: www.experiencenortherncape.com. 
 

Kalahari Red Dune Route 

 

Discover the essence of the province in the heart of the Kalahari. Golden dunes, clear skies and flat-topped 

acacia trees epitomise the Kalahari Red Dune Route. Stretching from Upington right to the Namibian 

border, visitors traverse the villages of Ashkam, Groot and Klein Mier and Rietfontein. Adventure-loving 

families and adrenaline seekers can enjoy dune hikes at dawn, eagle- owl encounters, sand-duning 

and-surfing in the red sand, close encounters with meerkats, and guided walks with the San Khomani to 

rediscover the ancient wisdom, customs and folklore of these ancient people.  

 

Richtersveld Route 

 

The Richtersveld is South Africa’s only mountain desert and the route travels along rugged gravel roads to 

quaint towns such as Eksteensfontein, Sendelingsdrift, Lekkersing, Kuboes and Sandrift. The more 

challenging 4x4 routes in the /Ai/Ais-Richtersveld Transfrontier Park or in the Richtersveld World Heritage 

Site are best explored in a well-equipped SUV or bakkie. Pack comfortable hiking boots, extra water and 

guide books and set out along the 600km Namaqua Eco 4x4 Route. The Orange River presents a more 

http://www.experiencenortherncape.com/


leisurely pace with river rafting and the best wilderness fly-fishing in South Africa, while the entire 

Richtersveld is a mountain biker’s dream. Follow in the footsteps of a traditional goat herder and learn 

about the lives of the nomads. In the villages, the locals will entertain guests with storytelling and the 

traditional Nama step dancing upon request.  

 

Namaqua Coastal Route 

 

September is indeed the time to go and explore this route amid the floral splendour. Experience the floral 

explosion turning the barren veld into a kaleidoscope of colour. The route includes hidden gems like Garies, 

Kamieskroon, Hondeklip Bay, Koingnaas and Kleinzee. Dozens of adventure and leisure options are 

available, including the Namaqua National Park, nature reserves, hidden coastal hamlets, and some of the 

most remote hiking and 4x4 trails imaginable. Go succulent sleuthing with a botanical guide; hike the 

Springbok Klipkoppie for a dose of Anglo-Boer War history; enjoy stargazing; and explore the countless 

shipwrecks along the coastline. Visitors can also take in breathtaking scenes of the Atlantic Ocean, with 

sightings of dolphins and whales combined with great vistas of mountains and veld with endemic wildlife.  

 

Karoo Hoogland Route 

 

This route covers the southern part of the province and the small Karoo towns of Nieuwoudtville, Calvinia, 

Williston, Sutherland, Fraserburg, Carnarvon, Loxton and Victoria West, and forms the heart of the Great 

Karoo. Enjoy the peace and tranquillity of the Karoo with its wide-open plains dotted with koppies (hills). 

The area was named by the Khoi and San people, who left their legacy as art on the rocks. Explore many 

unique experiences such as stargazing at the world’s largest astronomical observatory at Sutherland; the 

SKA radio telescopes in Carnarvon; Karoo architecture and corbelled houses; Anglo-Boer War sites; rock 

art; ancient palaeo-surfaces; farm stays; and great Karoo cuisine and hospitality.  

 

Spring events in the Northern Cape  

 

Africa T20 Cup, 8 to 10 September: Diamond Oval Cricket Stadium 

 

The Africa T20 Cup comes to Kimberley’s Diamond Oval. The boys from the Northern Cape will be taking 

on Kenya, Kwazulu-Natal and neighbours Free State until 10 September 2017. Entrance is free. 

 

The match fixtures are as follows: 

 

Saturday 9 September 2017 

● KwaZulu–Natal vs Free State 9.30am 

● Northern Cape vs Kenya 1pm 

 

Sunday 10 September 2017 

● Kenya vs KwaZulu–Natal 9.30am 

● Northern Cape vs Free State 1pm 

 

Kuruman Show, until 9 September: Kuruman Showgrounds 

 



The event showcases agriculture products and attracts thousands of visitors from across the Northern 

Cape. Experience a taste of traditional cuisine such as poetjiekos, afvaal and more. There will music 

performances by the local performers. 

 

Beer festival and bicycle rally, 16 September: Molopo Kalahari Lodge, Askham 

 

Head to the Green Kalahari for an unforgettable beer festival and bicycle rally at the Molopo Kalahari 

Lodge. It’s a great family weekend getaway to the Kalahari – experience the Kalahari landscapes and 

dunes, and visit the !Khomani San Cultural Landscape heritage site to learn about the heritage of the first 

people of the Kalahari. 

 

Kalahari Desert Festival, 23 to 25 September: Witdraai near Askham 

 

The Kalahari Desert Festival is a celebration of the !Khomani San community and culture through dance, 

music and storytelling. The festival will take place at Witdraai, near Askham, beneath the Kalahari’s 

towering red dunes. Adventure-loving families and adrenaline-seekers can enjoy dune hikes at dawn, 

eagle- owl encounters, sand duning and -surfing in the red sand, close encounters with meerkats, and 

guided walks with the Khomani San to rediscover the ancient wisdom, customs and folklore of these 

ancient people. 

 

Nababeep Copper Festival, 21 to 24 September: Nababeep 

 

The Nababeep Copper Festival taking place in Nababeep near Springbok is all about showcasing and 

celebrating Namaqualand and its people through art, food and entertainment. While in the area, visitors can 

hike the Springbok Klipkoppie for a dose of Anglo-Boer War history, enjoy stargazing, explore the countless 

shipwrecks along the coastline, or visit Namastat, a traditional matjies-hut village. 

 

Spring Fest Motorshow, 23 to 24 September: Kimberley 

 

The Spring Fest Motorshow will showcase some of the South Africa’s hottest rides.  

 

Market at Flamingo Casino, 30 September: Kimberley  

The Flamingo Casino market promises to be all about food, fashion and entertainment. Head to the 

Kimberley venue for tasty dishes from different food stalls and enjoy live entertainment and art.  

 

Barney Barnato amateur golf tournament, 25 to 28 October: Kimberley Golf Club 

 

Sporty types can look forward to four days of golf and entertainment at the Kimberley Golf Club from 25 to 

28 October, thanks to the annual Barney Barnato golf tournament. Africa's largest amateur golf 

championship offers prizes and entertainment worth R200 000. 

 

Ghaap River Xtreme festival, 27 to 29 October: Broadwater River Estate, Douglas 

 

If you’re a thrill-seeker with a soft spot for water sports, the Ghaap River Xtreme festival will be right up 

your alley. Look forward to a water-ski tournament, speedboat show and barefoot ski show, as well as a 
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half-marathon, mountain-bike race and controlled aeroplane show, among other delights. The activities will 

take place at the Broadwater River Estate on the Vaal River near Douglas. 
 

Magersfontein Memorial Golf Estate Ryder Cup, 27 To 29 October: Magersfontein Memorial Golf 

Estate 

 

The events offer plenty of experiences and leisure activities for families seeking a perfect weekend 

getaway. 

 

Kimberley Gospel Festival, 28 October: MSSC Kimberley 

 

The annual Kimberley Gospel Festival will take place at the Mittah Seperepere Convention Centre (MSSC). 

The event is organised by a group of Kimberley churches and promises great performances. 

 

 

http://experiencenortherncape.com/visitor/cities-and-towns/kimberley
http://experiencenortherncape.com/visitor/accommodation/broadwater-river-estate
http://experiencenortherncape.com/visitor/cities-and-towns/douglas
http://experiencenortherncape.com/visitor/venues/mittah-seperepere-convention-centre-1
http://www.gospelfees.org.za/

