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Northern Cape celebrates national Tourism Month 

The Northern Cape is celebrating national Tourism Month in September with an exciting line-up of 

tourism activities and events throughout the province. 

The programme was launched on 5 September 2016 at the Protea Hotel Kimberley by the Northern 

Cape MEC for Finance, Economic Development and Tourism, Mac Jack. The 2016 theme is “Tourism 

for All – Promoting Universal Accessibility”, which focuses on the ability of tourism to empower and 

enrich and, more importantly, encourages all people to travel. Through travel, visitors will be able to 

connect, discover new attractions and enrich their lives.  

The Northern Cape Tourism Authority will further use this platform to promote provincial travel, as well 

as service excellence and customer service among tourism service providers within the province. 

According to Collin Fortune, chairperson of the Northern Cape Tourism Authority board, domestic 

tourism is playing an increasingly important role in fostering growth within this sector. 

 

“Statistics are showing increasingly that domestic travellers can make a huge impact on the provincial 

travel market,” he says. “Tourism Month focuses on the importance of tourism to the South African 

economy and to job creation, and encourages all within our province to discover its hidden gems and 

the fun, affordable attractions on our doorstep that, when shared, create meaningful, memorable 

experiences. 

 

“We need to encourage our own people to explore our province and turn them into Northern Cape 

travel ambassadors.” 

 

Tourism Month activities in the Northern Cape range from community festivals to cultural celebrations 

and sporting events. Visitors can experience the unique culture of the Northern Cape during the 

Kalahari Desert Festival in Askham, the Williston Winter Festival, the Pella Cultural Festival, and the 



Karoo Kos en Kultuur Festival and the Hantam Meat Festival, both in Calvina. Sporting events include 

the Desert Knights mountain bike adventure in /Ai/Ais-Richtersveld Transfrontier Park, and the 

Namaqua Quest three-day mountain bike stage race in Jakkalsfontein. 

Fortune also reiterates the importance of service excellence and superb customer service. “The 

success of the tourism sector in the Northern Cape depends on service delivery. Visitors to our 

province should be enticed back by our great service and the warm hospitality of our people, for which 

the Northern Cape has become renowned. We have been working on creating a culture of service 

excellence among tourism product owners and service providers in the province.” 

National Tourism Month is led by the National Department of Tourism, and managed and delivered by 

the Tourism Grading Council of South Africa, the only official and formal quality assurance body for the 

tourism industry and a business unit of South African Tourism. 

 

For more information and a detailed 2016 Tourism Month calendar, visit our website 

www.experiencenortherncape.com. 
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