
LEISURELY PURSUITS IN 
THE NORTHERN CAPE, 

SOUTH AFRICA 
Majestically stretching over 360 000 square kilometers from the world-renowned Kalahari Desert in the North to 
the arid plains of the Karoo in the South, the Northern Cape Province of South Africa offers visitors an unforgettable 
holiday experience.  The vast open spaces of South Africa’s largest province make the Northern Cape the ideal 
destination for any traveler.   The largest province within South Africa offers splendid and diverse natural beauty, a 
fascinating cultural mix, warm hospitality and some of the world’s greatest experiences on offer.

A REMARKABLE HOLIDAY DESTINATION:

San Bushmen, at Riemvasmaak or the indigenous 
Setswana and Nama in Namakwa and the 
Diamond Fields. Visitors to the Northern Cape 
have ample chance to immense themselves in 
these unique cultures through exploring cultural 
villages and arts and crafts markets, indulging in 
local cuisine at township restaurants, watching 
traditional dances and ceremonies, listening to 
real stories at interactive museums and talking 
to our people, who are willing to teach their 
customs and phrases to international guests. It’s 
the best way to experience the heartbeat of the 
province and to take a bit of the Northern Cape 
with them when they leave.

4  Value for luxury
The inherent warm hospitality of the people 
of the Northern Cape makes visitors feel like 
celebrities when they come to this vast province.  
They can stay in the luxurious establishments, be 
pampered with spa treatment, dine on fabulous 
food and wine and afford all those once-in-a-
lifetime experiences they’ve been longing to 
try. Not only will you have an excellent rate of 
exchange, but our facilities, activities and service 
equal outstanding value- so you can do more for 
your money. We call it value for luxury. 

5  Make a difference with Ubuntu
The successful hosting of the 2011 Maloof 
Money Cup World Skateboarding Championships 
was the Northern Cape’s Ubuntu on a grand 
scale. The entire province  pulled together to 
put on a mega-event - from building a world-
class skateboarding plaza to making the 
participants and fans from around the world 
feel welcome and showing their hospitality and 
deeply-felt patriotism to the world. Looking 
after the collective is looking after the self. This 
is something that every visitor can hear learn 
when coming here and making a difference, 
whether it’s bookings creating tourism jobs or 
whether it’s physically making a difference in our 
communities and to our wildlife by supporting 
conservation and social upliftment initiatives.

TWELVE TANTALISING REASONS 
TO CHOOSE THE NORTHERN CAPE 
AS A LEISURE DESTINATION: 

1  Unique flavor and flair
The Northern Cape is a truly remarkable holiday 
destination. Explore the unique flavor of the 
province with its unique combination of ancient 
Africa with an overlay of confident democracy. 
Walk barefoot on the land of the ancestors, 
proud of its roots and enthusiastic about the 
future, creating, solving challenges and greeting 
the world with a wide, warm smile.

2  Unforgettable, enriching experiences
Whether you are stargazing in Sutherland, 
hunting for fossils in the Karoo or searching for 
San rock art deep in the caves of the Diamond 
Fields, experiencing the world’s richest floral 
offering in Namakwa, camping deep in the bush 
surrounded by wildlife and the famed black-
maned lion of the Green Kalahari, or Kayaking 
down the mighty Orange River, the Northern 
Cape is more than an adventure, it’s an enriching 
life experience.

3   Rich, cultural encounters
The distinct cultural groups that make up the 
Northern Cape are as rich as the country’s history. 
Meet the oldest human inhabitants of Africa, the 
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8  Natural beauty and wildlife
The Northern Cape is arguably South Africa’s 
most beautiful and natural province. For the 
active, it’s an ideal environment for exploration 
and adventure. We have an awe-inspiring setting 
for any enthusiast. Visitors are hard-pressed to 
choose between our UNESCO World Heritage 
Site and two Transfrontier Parks, the Kgalagadi 
and the lAi-lAis Richtersveld with its red and 
golden sand dunes. Share the intimate bush 
knowledge of a Nama or San Bushmen guide/
tracker. The Northern Cape’s natural beauty is 
enhanced by it’s an enigmatic wildlife. From the 
small five to the big five, watching wild animals 
at dose range is something truly unforgettable. 
There are walking, horseback, 4x4, little five and 
many more safaris to incorporate in your trip.

9  A firm favorite for incentives
Due to our great weather, diverse cultures, 
adventure credentials, historic Freedom 
Struggle, lively urban rhythms, award-winning 
food and wine, luxury accommodation, natural 
wonders, spirit of Ubuntu, fascinating wildlife 
and welcoming nature, the Northern Cape 
has become a firm favorite for domestic and 
international travellers. Build memories to last a 
lifetime with an unforgettable, life-enriching trip 
to South Africa.  

10 Special Occasions, Weddings and 
Honeymoons
The Northern Cape’s unspoilt nature and 
breathtaking scenery with deserts, rivers, 
beaches, mountains and forests provide the 
perfect backdrop for the wedding of your wildest 
dreams. That is why the province is fast becoming 
one of the world’s most desirable and sought-
after wedding and honeymoon destinations.

11 Provincial Treasures
The Northern Cape boasts six national parks, six 
provincial nature reserves and numerous private 
game reserves, which allow visitors to experience 
all the natural splendor, birdlife and game as well 
as awesome natural vistas of this vast province.  
This includes two Transfrontier parks crossing 

into world-famous safari destinations such as 
Namibia and Botswana.  The province is also 
home to two of the largest rivers in South Africa 
and three legendary deserts.  Each region will 
capture the imaginations of those who dare to 
explore its rugged mountains, endless flatlands 
and undulating dunes.

12 The Floral Kingdom of the Namakwa
Each spring, the dormant and arid winter 
plains of the Northern Cape’s Namakwa region 
are transformed into a kaleidoscope of color 
with the arrival of the flower season. The wild 
flowers of the Namakwa are definitely a natural 
phenomenon and best discovered on foot, which 
makes it ultimately appealing to hikers and 
outdoor enthusiasts.

As part of the Succulent Karoo, the Namakwa 
is a biodiversity hotspot and as such is the only 
arid hotspot in the world. It contains more than 
6 000 plant species, 250 species of birds, 78 
species of mammals, 132 species of reptiles 
and amphibians and an unknown number of 
insects, making it the world's most diverse, 
arid environment.  More than 40% of these 
species are found nowhere else on Earth.  This 
floral diversity has also made the Namakwa the 
richest bulb flora arid region in the world.  The 
various tourism offices in the region keep track 
of the peak blooming areas and advise tourists 
accordingly.  

For more information, please visit  
www.experiecenortherncape.com.  

6  Great weather
In sunny Northern Cape, our great weather 
invites visitors to enjoy the outdoors, play golf 
year-round, indulge in massages under open 
skies, have a braai or a potjie or go on stargazing 
safaris.  Visitors can choose from a huge variety of 
outdoor adventure activities and take advantage 
of our vast array of outdoor experiences.

7  Leading adventure destination
With unexpected adventures around every 
corner, the Northern Cape is arguably the 
adventure destination of Southern Africa. It’s 
all about pushing individual boundaries and 
personal growth. For some, adventure is going 
on a walking trail, a hot-air balloon ride or 
tasting a foreign cuisine.  For others, adventure 
is captured in an adrenaline rush by traversing 
the rapids of the mighty Orange River in a 
kayak or leaping off a mountain or waterfall. 
No matter the skill, inclination or interest, there 
is an adventure to thrill all. Combined with our 
beautiful weather and spectacular scenery, it’s a 
heady mix! 
 



 DAy 1

Arrive at O.R Tambo International Airport 
(Johannesburg). Meeting your guide and transfer 
to your hotel. Guests arriving in the morning can 
do an afternoon Soweto / Johannesburg Tour. 
Dinner and overnight in Johannesburg.

 DAy 2

Departing for Kimberley. 6.5 hours’ drive (510km) 
Lunch stop enroute. Dinner at the “Halfway 
House Hotel”. Situated half way between 
Kimberley city centre and Beaconsfield, “The 
Half” was, and still is, a drive-in pub (believed to 
be the only one remaining in the world).

 DAy 3

Touring around this historic town. We will be 
visiting to the Kimberley Mine Museum (The Big 
Hole). What began as a flat-topped hill is today 
a gaping hole measuring 215 metres deep, with 
a surface area of 17 hectares and a perimeter 
of 1.6 kilometres. What makes Kimberley’s Big 
Hole that much more interesting is that it is an 
entirely man-made structure; the largest hand-
dug excavation in the world. Kimberley Mine 
Museum is an open-air museum - one of the 
finest in the world. Dinner and overnight in 
Kimberley.

 DAy 4

Depart from Kimberley to Upington 5.5 hours’ 
drive (410km). Welcome to the land of contrasts. 
Where the lush green vineyards stand proud 
in the valley, bearing the fruit that makes the 
nectars of the gods. Dinner and overnight in 
Upington.

DAy 5

Making our way up North to the Kgalagadi 
Transfrontier Park, +/- 300km (3.5 - 4 hours 
drive). We cross over into Botswana and make 
our way to our lodge. On the Sunset Game 
Drive on an open safari vehicle. Be sure to be 
on the lookout for Gemsbok – these large 
striking desert antelope are the emblem of the 
park. Suricate (Meerkat) – these hyperactive 
little omnivores have a wonderfully intricate 
family structure. Black-maned Kalahari Lions – 
physically impressive, they are the kings of the 
Kalahari Desert. Dinner and overnight at the 
lodge.

DAy 6

Depart in the Open Safari vehicle day drive 
through the park. An amalgamation of the 
Kalahari Gemsbok National Park in South Africa 
(proclaimed in 1931) and the Gemsbok National 
Park in Botswana, the Kgalagadi Transfrontier 
Park comprises an area of over 3, 6 million 
hectares – one of very few conservation areas of 
this magnitude left in the world. Red sand dunes, 
sparse vegetation and the dry riverbeds of the 
Nossob and Auob show antelope and predator 
species off to spectacular advantage and provide 
excellent photographic opportunities. Kgalagadi 
is also a haven for birders, especially those 
interested in birds of prey.

DAy 7

Depart from the park and make our way to 
Augrabies Falls National Park. +/-5.5 hours drive 
(320km). Augrabies Falls - The Khoi people called 
it ‘Aukoerebis’, or place of Great Noise, as this 
powerful flow of water is unleashed from rocky 
surroundings characterised by the 18km abyss 
of the Orange River Gorge. The 55 383 hectares 
on both the northern and southern sides of the 
Orange River provide sanctuary to a diversity of 
species, from the very smallest succulents, birds 
and reptiles to springbok, gemsbok and giraffe. 
Dinner at the camp.

DAy 8

Depart from the Falls, and make our way through 
small towns like Kakamas, Pofadder to Goegap 
Nature Reserve. This 7 000 hectare nature 
reserve, just east of Springbok, supports 600 
different indigenous plant species, 45 mammal 
species and 94 bird species. Dinner and overnight 
in Springbok.

DAy 9

Depart from Springbok and make our way 
down South to Lambert’s Bay. +/- 5 hour drive 
(340km). This gem of a seaside village owes its 
origin to humble beginnings as a fishing village. 
Dinner and overnight in Lamberts Bay.

DAy 10

Depart after a morning walk to Bird Island. 
Bird Island lies about 100 metres off-shore 
of Lambert’s Bay on the Cape west coast. 
The island, almost three hectares in size, is 

connected to the mainland via a breakwater. 
It is an important breeding and roosting site 
for seabirds, particularly Cape gannets and 
cormorants. African penguins used to be 
common on the island, and Cape fur seals still 
frequent the rocks on the sea side of the island. 
Depart from Lambert’s Bay and make our way to 
the “Mother City” Cape Town +/-4 hours’ drive 
(290KM). Dinner and overnight in Cape Town.

DAy 11

Morning Cape Town City Tour including 
highlights such as a stop at Table Mountain’s 
cable station (Weather permitting); then we visit 
the Bo-Kaap Malay quarters before getting the 
opportunity to walk down Government Avenue 
past the Houses of Parliament to end at Green 
Market Square for a bargain souvenir purchase. 
Light complimentary lunch at the Cape Diamond 
Hotel’s Patat Restaurant, where a buffet of 
traditional South African dishes will be enjoyed. 
Dinner and overnight in Cape Town.

DAy 12

A full-day Cape Point Tour will include highlights 
such as Chapman’s Peak Drive Cape Point Nature 
Reserve; Boulders Beach Penguin colony & Seal 
Island Boat Trip. Late-afternoon return to the 
hotel for dinner and overnight.

DAy 13

Breakfast at the hotel. Guide will meet you at 
arranged time for transfer to the airport. For your 
flight out (at own expense).

ExPERIENCE NORTHERN CAPE

a Guided 13-day tour



ACCOMMODATION gUIDE

AUSTRALIAN ARMS

Contact Person: Charlene/Maggie
Tucker Street, Big Hole Complex, Kimberley 
8300
Tel No: 053-832 1526
E-mail: info@australianarms.co.za
Website: www.australianarms.co.za

AFRICAN VINEyARD
 (AA Highly Recommended)
Contact Person: Elmarie de Bruin
Plot 79, Kanoneiland
Cell: 083 461 1724
E-mail: elmariedeb@vodamail.co.za
Website: www.africanvineyard.co.za

LEACH LODGE
Seodinweg 54,  Kuruman 
Tel: 053-712 1514
Sel: 082 854 5887
E-mail: mleach@mweb.co.za

VERGELEGEN GUEST HOUSE

Contact Person: Niel Steenkamp
P.O.Box 730, Kakamas, 8870
Tel No: 054-431 0976
E-mail: vergelegen@electronet.co.za
Website: www.augrabiesfalls.co.za

KALAHARI GATEWAy HOTEL & 
CONFERENCE CENTRE

Contact Person:  Annetjie O’Callaghan
19 Voortrekker Street, Kakamas, 8870
Tel No: 054-431 0838
E-mail: info@kalaharigateway.co.za
Website: www.kalaharigateway.co.za

BROWN’S MANOR

Contact Person: Stephen Brown
Brown’s Manor, Olifantshoek Rd, Upington
Tel No: 054 -338 0384
Email:  info@brownsmanor.co.za
Website: www.brownsmanor.co.za

WITSAND
Tel No: 053-313 1061 or 083 234 7573
E-mail: witsandkalahari@telkomsa.net
Website: www.witsandkalahri.com

DAISy COUNTRy LODGE

Contact Person: Rita or reservations
Part 25 Biesjesfontein, Springbok 8240.
Cell: 027 712 3335 , 
E-mail: info@daisylodge.co.za
Website: www.daisylodge.co.za.

Cape Hotels
www.experiencenortherncape.com


